
CITY OF CHARLOTTE 

FITCH H. BEACH AIRPORT – AIRPORT ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

1325 ISLAND HWY. CHARLOTTE, MI 48813 (517) 543-8853 

Monday, July 18, 2022 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  

By Chairman Joe Pray Monday July 18, 2022 at 8:00 a.m. 

ROLL CALL:  

Chairman Joe Pray, board members, Dr. Ed Foster, Richard 

Deer and Dave Roberts. Absent was board members Jeff 

Wildern and David Argo and City Council representative 

Anthony Rodriguez. 

Also in attendance were Airport Manager Todd Cotter; 

Community Development Director Bryan Myrkle, City 

Manager Erin LaPere, and City Clerk Mary LaRocque. 

In the audience was Joseph Chin and Jeff Shaud 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

No comment 

BUSINESS DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

a. Tree removal project – easement acquisition update 

Four easements; one acquisition is complete. One property 

owner has discontinued discussions and the other that owns two 

of the 3 remaining properties is still in negotiations.  

b. Shyft use of airport property 

Leasing 4 acres for storage of vehicles. $2,500 per month. 3-to-

6-month lease. They provide overnight security and they keep 

their area mowed. No complaints. 

c. Airport Manager’s report 

State inspection of fuel tanks revealed some required 

maintenance; corrosion on tanks, needs paint and stickers; 

sensors needed on inner tank of the double walled system; new 

alarms and batteries.  

 

Quotes sought for the main hangar roof. 5-Star roofing came in 

at $22,500 and others were over $60k. 

Hangar leases obtained for hangars 17 and 18 

Homeless population causing some issues  

MDOT safety inspection coming and needs help with filling dirt 

and seeding grass to refill the berms at each of the red signs and 

painting the windsock. 

d. Other reports & updates as may be necessary 

Covid Relief funds discussed during September meeting. Safety 

and airworthy projects considered first then needed maintenance 

can follow. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Question whether leasing to Shyft is compliant with FAA, the 

opinion of Prein and Neuhoff was sought and it is legal, also 

Lansing Airport leases to Shyft. 

Joe Chin, City of Charlotte Council member district II visiting 

un-officially mentioned he plans to take a tour on Wednesday. 

ADJOURNMENT:  

With no further business to be discussed, Chairman Pray 

adjourned the meeting at 8:44 a.m. 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Mary LaRocque, City Clerk 


