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To: City Council 

From: Bryan Myrkle, Community Development Director 

Date: November 10, 2016 

Re: Support for #CharlotteRising and Michigan Main Street 

  

At your meeting on Monday night, #CharlotteRising will be making a presentation on its 
activities, and its application to the Michigan Main Street program’s Selected Level. It will also 
be asking you to support this application financially. 

#CharlotteRising is seeking to raise $100,000 for each of the next 5 years – money that would 
be used to fund the local Main Street organization over that period of time. Because of the 
nature of Main Street, 100 percent of the funds would be devoted solely to downtown and its 
revitalization. 

Approximately half the money would be used to pay for a full-time manager whose time would 
also be solely devoted to downtown and downtown activities. This is a requirement of the 
program, and an important aspect of its potential for success. 

The organization has already secured approximately $65,000 in funding commitments for next 
year, and is asking the city to commit $25,000 annually, beginning with the next fiscal year. It 
hopes the City Council recognizes the value of this opportunity for a 3:1 leveraging of its 
dollars for downtown. 

For your packet, I have included a copy of the organization’s by-laws, other basic information, 
and a resolution of commitment.  #CharlotteRising will be providing more detailed information 
about the value of this program at your meeting, and board members will be present to answer 
the questions you likely have. 

I sincerely hope that you will consider this proposal and request. It represents the best 
opportunity for Downtown Charlotte since I joined the City more than 15 years ago. It also 
captures a spirit of optimism and enthusiasm for this downtown that local business owners tell 
me is unprecedented. 

The extensive application to Michigan Main Street’s Selected Level is nearly complete, and is 
due December 2. However, without the funding commitment, there is no need to apply, 
because that is a program requirement. Council approval of a first and second reading of the 
included resolution at its November meetings, along with continued fundraising this month 
should put the organization in position for a successful application to this program. 


