
 

CITY OF CHARLOTTE 

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE & TREASURE 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: MAYOR LEWIS, CITY COUNCIL AND MANAGER GUETSCHOW 

FROM: CHRISTINE K. MOSSNER, FINANCE DIRECTOR  

SUBJECT: QUESTIONS REGARDING THE SEPTEMBER 26, 2016 CLAIMS SUBMITTED FOR 

PAYMENT 

DATE: SEPTEMBER 23, 2016 

The following questions were received from Councilmember Bahmer regarding specific items 
submitted for payment.   
 

� On page #3, there is a charge termed "fees" from AvFuel Corporation, in the amount of 
$145.41. I assume this is the same scenario as before, where the timing of the issuance 
of the bills from AvFuel are out of sync with the Council's timing for approval of claims. 
My question, therefore, is can we formulate some type of mechanism so that the city 
could begin avoiding having to pay these late fees? 

o If you notice on the detailed report, this check was denoted with an H for hand 
check.  Avfuel never received the previous check, so I put a stop payment on that 
check and reissued a manual check for the same amount.  I have spoken to the 
airport manager and asked him to try to time his delivery of fuel with council 
meetings, if possible.  We typically receive an electronic invoice from AvFuel the 
same day as the delivery of fuel.  Another option would be to issue a manual 
check, prior to council approval.  The expenditure would be included in the 
subsequent claims for council to approve.  This issue will be part of the city’s 
on-going purchasing policy and procedures evaluation. 

 
� On page #18, Moore and Bruggink holds a bill for $3,508.01. This is for engineering for 

the ferric chloride project. Is this expenditure related to the study exploring alternatives to 
the originally proposed ferric chloride building? 

o Yes, it was for the evaluation of the new building vs. the old building. 
 

� On page #19, Plante and Moran is being paid $7,425.00 for their first payment for the 
Fiscal Year 15-16 audit. As an overview question, I am curious how often the city 
reviews who we are selecting as auditors and when this process might next be revisited? 

o Plante & Moran has served as the city’s auditors since Fiscal Year 2000/2001.  
There are no plans to change auditors at this time. 

    
� And finally, on page #28, there are two separate charges from NBI and MERS, for a 

couple annual training/conference opportunities. The dollar amounts are $820.10 and 
$500.00, respectively. How many days do these two programs run? 

o The NBI training cost is an annual subscription for both unlimited web-based and 
in-person courses.  I have found it cost beneficial to purchase the annual 
subscription rather than pay for individual courses.  The two-day MERS annual 
conference costs $250 per attendee.   


