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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: Mayor Burch and City Council Members 

 

FROM: Gregg Guetschow, City Manager 

 

SUBJECT: City Manager’s Report 

 

DATE: July 11, 2014 

 

329 S. Lincoln. The house located at this address was the location of 

suspicious fires several years ago. Action by the Building Board of Appeals 

was delayed pending the outcome of court action regarding an insurance 

settlement. That matter was finally resolved in February 2013. The Board of 

Appeals ordered the property demolished or made safe. The owners were 

notified but took no action. As we were preparing to take bids for the 

demolition, we learned of a mortgage interest held by PNC bank who asked 

us to delay our action. We recently learned that PNC’s mortgage interest in 

the property has been satisfied. We solicited a title search to insure that 

there were no other entities with an interest in the property and learned 

that MSHDA also has a mortgage interest. MSHDA has asked for some 

additional information and has asked that we give them some time to work 

with the property owners. I do not expect this to take a long time. I am 

hopeful that we can finally have this property cleaned up by fall. 

 

1845 Courthouse. A few months ago we discovered that no formal 

agreement existed between Courthouse Square Association and the City 

regarding the location of the 1845 Courthouse on City property in Bennett 

Park. A few days ago, I received a proposed lease agreement from 

Courthouse Square Association and have forwarded it to Tom Hitch for his 

review. I expect that this will come before Council for its approval at the 

July 28 meeting. 

 

Street Millage Information. I worked with Councilmember Ridge to 

develop a Q&A style flyer addressing issues regarding the City’s street 



millage proposal. A copy of this information is now available on the City’s 

website. 

 

Operations and Management Plan. Due to other work, I have been unable 

to devote the time necessary to develop draft operations and management 

plan program/project forms related to the Community Development 

Department in time for this meeting. You will receive these as part of the 

agenda packet for the July 28 meeting. 
 


