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VI. Michigan’s Absentee Voting Process 
 
 

Eligibility 

A registered voter is eligible to obtain an absentee ballot for an upcoming election if he or 
she: 1) is 60 years of age or more 2) is unable to vote without assistance 3) expects to be 
absent from his or her city or township of residence for the entire time the polls are open 
4) is in jail awaiting arraignment or trial 5) has been appointed to work as an election 
inspector in a precinct outside of his or her precinct of residence or 6) is unable to attend 
the polls due to his or her religious beliefs. 
 
 
Eligibility Restriction  

A person who registers to vote by mail must vote in person in the first election in which 
he or she participates. The restriction does not apply to active military, overseas voters, 
voters who are handicapped or voters who are 60 years of age or older. 
 
 
Application Process 

A voter who wishes to receive an absentee ballot must request it in writing from the 
clerk; absentee ballots may not be delivered as a result of an oral request made in person 
or over the phone. However, an absentee ballot application form may be provided as a 
result of an oral request.  

The written request may be on a form supplied by the clerk or other election official, in a 
letter or on a postcard. The written request must include a statutory reason why the voter 
is eligible to receive an absentee ballot and the applicant’s signature. 
 
Photo ID Required for In-Person Absent Voter Ballot Application:  Effective March 
27, 2013,  if a voter applies receives an absent voter ballot in person at the clerk’s office, 
the voter is required to present a photo ID or sign the Affidavit of Voter not in Possession 
of Picture Identification form.  The list of acceptable ID documents and Affidavit form 
are the same as those required for in-person voter registration and in-person voting on 
election day (see list included in Chapter II., Voter Registration and sample form in 
Appendix I). 
 
 
Mass Mailing Absentee Ballot Application Forms to Voters  

Michigan election law does not permit a city or township clerk to mail absentee ballot 
applications without having received a verbal or written request. While a city or township 
clerk may mass mail absentee ballot applications to voters in advance of an election, 
everyone on the mass mail list had to have asked to be placed on the list. When 
requesting to be placed on the mass mail list, a voter can ask to receive an absentee ballot 
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application for all upcoming elections if that is their preference as the law does not limit 
requests for the application forms to a specific time period.  

County clerks have no authority to distribute absentee ballot applications unless the 
county clerk is acting in the role of school election coordinator. The same standards 
detailed above for the mass mailing of absentee ballot applications apply to county clerks 
as they perform their school election coordinator role. 
 
 
Submission of Absent Voter Ballot Applications 

The election official or other authorized personnel appointed by the election official must 
be available in the election official’s office or at some other published and or posted 
location to facilitate the receipt and processing of absent voter ballot requests.  

 “Regular” Request Deadline: If the ballot must be issued by mail, the application for 
the ballot must reach the election official no later than 2:00 p.m. on the Saturday 
prior to the election.   

 “Late” Request Deadline: Absent voter ballots can be picked up by the voter in 
person anytime up to 4:00 p.m. on the day prior to the election.  A voter who visits 
his or her clerk’s office or school election coordinator’s office on the day prior to the 
election to obtain an absent voter ballot must vote the ballot in the office; the voter is 
not permitted to leave the office with the ballot.   

 “Emergency” Request Deadline: An elector may make an “emergency” request for 
an absentee ballot if he or she cannot attend the polls because of 1) personal 
disablement or 2) a family death or illness which will require that the elector leave the 
community for the entire time the polls are open on Election Day.  “Emergency” 
requests for absentee ballots must be made after the deadline for making “regular” 
requests for absentee ballots (2:00 p.m. on the Saturday before the election) and 
before 4:00 p.m. on Election Day.  The emergency must have occurred at a time 
which made it impossible for the voter to apply for an absentee ballot by the statutory 
deadline for “regular” applications.  This means that the emergency must have 
occurred after 2:00 p.m. on the Saturday before the election.   

If an “emergency” absent voter ballot is requested, the person making the application 
may authorize the person delivering the application to pick up and deliver the ballot.  
The authorization to pick up and deliver the ballot must be in writing and must be 
signed by the applicant.  An “emergency” absentee ballot may also be delivered by 
hand to the applicant by a person authorized by the clerk to handle this task. 

 
 
Office Hours on Saturday Preceding Election 
 
The clerk or other authorized personnel appointed by the clerk must be available in the 
clerk’s office on the Saturday preceding the election until 2:00 p.m. -- the deadline for 
requesting an absentee ballot which must be mailed. 
 


